
The Author Business Startup Guide  
and Business Plan Template 

So, you want to start a business? Or maybe you want to grow the business you have now. 
Congratulations! Entrepreneurship is exciting journey. You can greatly improve your chances of 
success by planning ahead, and the goal of this report is to help you prepare. 

This report includes the following:  

• Business Startup Tasks Checklist – This covers business licensing, financials, legal issues, 
logistics, hiring considerations, and software tools.  

• Build a Revenue Plan – Includes a list of popular revenue streams for authors, plus 
questions to consider before you decide on your ideal revenue streams.  

• Business Plan Outline – Use this outline to begin building your plan.  

• Financial Forecast – Download our financial forecasting template so you can build a solid 
plan.  

• Resources for Authors – Over 100 links to tools and services.  

Please note that this report is for reference only and should not replace financial or legal 
advice. Be sure to meet with a qualified accountant and attorney to determine the best steps 
to take for your unique business goals. Disclaimer: Some links in this report are for affiliates.  

 

  



Tasks Needed to Start Your Author/Publisher Business 

Following is a checklist to help get your business running.   

Business Licensing 

• Choose a business name or publishing company 

name or both 

• Do a trademark search to ensure your chosen 

business and/or publishing company name isn’t 

registered to someone else.  

• File for business license with the county where 

you live. 

• File a DBA (Doing Business As) with your county 

offices. 

• File for a free EIN (Employer Identification Number) with the IRS (so you don’t have to use 

your social security number on business-related documents). 

• File for a resale license with your county for sales tax collection. 

• File a trademark on your business name. (optional) 

Financials 

• Open a business bank account 

• Keep all receipts 

• Start bookkeeping practices (hire out or 

do yourself) 

• Consult with an accountant or certified 

tax planner 

• Create a cash flow forecast 

• Establish a budget 

• File quarterly taxes, if required 

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/search-trademark-database
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online


Legal 

• Establish your entity: sole-proprietor, LLC, S-

corp (see an accountant or business attorney 

for help deciding and filing) 

• Add a website disclaimer and privacy policy 

to your site 

• Acquire business liability insurance 

Logistics 

• Set up your office (home or outside) 

• Get a post office box 

Hiring Considerations 

• Virtual assistant 

• Graphic designer 

• Web designer 

• Editor 

• Proofreader 

• Typesetter 

• Indexer 

• Publicist 

• Marketing firm 

• Bookkeeper 

• Attorney 

• Accountant 

Graphic Design Needs 

• Business logo design 

• Website design 

• Business card design 

• Marketing collateral (flyers, postcards) 



• Book covers • Social media headers 

Tools and Software 

• Toll-free phone line 

• Commercial email delivery 

• Webinar/teleseminar 

• Photos/images 

• Postage printing 

• Credit card processing (in-person) 

• Ecommerce 

• Skype 

• Web camera 

• Contact management 

• Project management 

 

 

  



Build a Revenue Plan 

Deciding on a revenue plan for an author business can feel overwhelming. There are many choices 
for revenue streams. I recommend picking three to five primary revenue streams, and then 
putting them in order of priority.  

Following are some of the most common revenue streams for authors: 

Books:  
• Niche topics 
• Audiobooks 
• Workbooks 

• Anthologies 
• Text books 
• Foreign rights 

• Branded 
• Specialty 

 
Speaking:  

• Keynote (paid) • Break-out (non-paid, 
back-of-room sales) 

• Sponsored event/ 
tour

Services:  
• Coaching/Consulting • Companion offerings • Expert witness 

 
Teaching:  

• Online courses 
• In-person 

workshops 

• Retreats 
• Webinars 
• Teleseminars 

• Schools/colleges 
• Adult 

learning/recreation 
 
Community:  

• Blogging 
• Membership 

program 

• Trade association 
• Meetup group 
• Online directory 

• Certification 
program 

• Awards program 
 
Sponsorship:  

• Influencer 
agreements 

• Blogging (your site 
or theirs) 

• Videos 
• Social media 
• Contests 
• Webinars 

• Speaking 
• Tours 
• Events 
• Spokesperson 

 
Digital Products and Ad Revenue:  

• Reports 
• Whitepapers 
• Audio programs 
• Video programs 
• Databases 
• Templates 
• Spreadsheets 
• Worksheets 

• Coloring pages 
• Procedures and 

processes 
• Magazine/news 
• A “system”  
• Licensing 
• Referral/affiliate 

fees 

• Bundles of various 
products 

• Software/apps 
• Google Adsense 
• Banner ads 
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Important Questions to Consider 

Before you plan your revenue streams, consider the following questions: 

• What problems can I solve for my 

audience with my products and 

services? In other words, what are 

their needs and challenges? 

• Do I want to offer consulting or 

coaching services? 

• What would my services look like? 

• How much should I charge? 

• How much do my competitors charge? 

• Do I want to become a speaker?  

• Will I speak for free or fee or both? 

• Realistically, how often would I want to travel for speaking opportunities? (Note: For 

some single parents, this can be a challenge.) 

• Who would likely hire me to speak? (Companies, trade associations, non-profits, 

hospitals, schools, churches, etc.) 

• What kinds of information products could I create for my audience? (Reports, white 

papers, databases, audio recordings, training videos, workbooks, templates, checklists, 

etc.) 

• Should I offer online or in-person courses? 

• What other courses are currently available? 

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
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• What courses are missing? 

• What topics should the courses cover? 

• Could I develop a process that would work as a certification program? 

• Who would participate in my certification program and how would I reach them? 

• What is missing in my industry that I can offer? 

 

 

 

 

  

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
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Business Plan Outline 

Use the following outline to begin writing your business plan. A completed business plan 

can range from 10 to 50+ pages. Your plan should be a work in progress that you modify 

over time. If you plan to pursue any kind of business loan or financing, you will need to 

present a business plan. 

I. Company Description / Overview  

Business Overview  

1. Describe your target audience 

2. What are their needs and challenges? 

3. How will you solve those challenges? 

Your Value Proposition  

1. How will your business, including products and services, be different than the 

competition? 

II. Market Analysis  

Target Markets 

1. Describe your target audience.  

2. Where are they located?  

3. What is their age range? Gender? Marital status? 

4. Can you carve out a distinct niche for yourself within this audience? 

  

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
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Competitive Analysis 

1. Who are your top three to five competitors?  

2. What products and services do they offer? 

3. How do they price their offerings?  

4. What books have they authored? 

5. How will your products, services, and books be different?  

III. Products, Services and Books 

Descriptions of Offerings 

1. List each book, product, or service you will offer 

2. What is the competitive advantage for each?  

3. What problem will it solve for your customers/readers?  

IV. Marketing and Sales  

Marketing Strategies 

1. What marketing methods will you use?  

2. What paid advertising campaigns will you invest in?  

V. Business Management  

A. Who will be part of your company, now or in the future? 

B. What key positions will you need to fill, now or in the future? 

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
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C. What legal structure will your business have? (Sole proprietorship, LLC, S-Corp, etc.) 

VI. Financial Forecast 

You’ll put your mind at ease and help get your business started on the right track by 

putting together a financial forecast that includes projected revenues and expenses. Do 

your best to estimate what these will be. You may create multiple forecast reports based on 

different scenarios.  

You can download a pre-formatted worksheet template (Excel spreadsheet) here.  

 

  

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sn1nqhjdcbs9m63/Cash%20Flow%20Forecast%202019.xls?dl=0
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Resources for Nonfiction Writers 

The following resources are from the book: The Nonfiction Book Publishing Plan: The 

Professional Guide to Profitable Self-Publishing by Stephanie Chandler and Karl Palachuk.  

 

Advertising 

❖ Google Adwords: adwords.google.com  

❖ Google Adsense: adsense.google.com  

❖ Facebook: facebook.com/business  

❖ Bing: bingads.microsoft.com 

❖ Yahoo: advertising.yahoo.com 

❖ AOL: advertising.aol.com 

 

Affiliate Sales 

❖ Clickbank: clickbank.com  

❖ Commission Junction: cj.com  

❖ JV Zoo: jvzoo.com  

 

Amazon 

❖ Author Central: authorcentral.amazon.com 

❖ Associates (affiliate): affiliate-program.amazon.com 

❖ Advantage (sell books directly): advantage.amazon.com 

❖ Seller Central: sellercentral.amazon.com 

❖ Kindle Direct Publishing: kdp.amazon.com 

❖ Customer Support for Authors: authorcentral.amazon.com/gp/help/contact-us 

❖ Kindle Pay-Per-Click Advertising Overview: 

kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201499010  

 

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Nonfiction-Book-Publishing-Plan-Self-Publishing/dp/1949642003/ref=as_sl_pc_qf_sp_asin_til?tag=booklovers03-20&linkCode=w00&linkId=b08b51bb2a3399f0e3c9c31f8ccca22e&creativeASIN=1949642003
https://www.amazon.com/Nonfiction-Book-Publishing-Plan-Self-Publishing/dp/1949642003/ref=as_sl_pc_qf_sp_asin_til?tag=booklovers03-20&linkCode=w00&linkId=b08b51bb2a3399f0e3c9c31f8ccca22e&creativeASIN=1949642003
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Authors%20Super%20Course/Bonus%20Downloads/adwords.google.com
http://adsense.google.com/
http://facebook.com/business
http://bingads.microsoft.com/
http://advertising.yahoo.com/
http://advertising.aol.com/
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Projects/Speaking/Handouts/clickbank.com
http://cj.com/
http://jvzoo.com/
http://authorcentral.amazon.com/
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/
http://advantage.amazon.com/
http://sellercentral.amazon.com/
http://kdp.amazon.com/
https://authorcentral.amazon.com/gp/help/contact-us
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201499010
https://www.amazon.com/Nonfiction-Book-Publishing-Plan-Self-Publishing/dp/1949642003/ref=as_sl_pc_qf_sp_asin_til?tag=booklovers03-20&linkCode=w00&linkId=b08b51bb2a3399f0e3c9c31f8ccca22e&creativeASIN=1949642003
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Blog Directories 

❖ Technorati: technorati.com  

❖ Blog Catalog: blogcatalog.com 

❖ Networked Blogs: networkedblogs.com  

 

Book Awards 

❖ Nonfiction Book Awards: nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/nonfiction-book-

awards  

❖ Ben Franklin Book Awards: ibpabenjaminfranklinawards.com 

❖ Global Ebook Awards: globalebookawards.com  

❖ Foreword Book of the Year: forewordreviews.com/services/book-awards/botya  

❖ Nautilus Book Awards: nautilusbookawards.com  

❖ The Eric Hoffer Awards: hofferaward.com  

 

Book Clubs 

❖ From Left to Write: fromlefttowrite.com 

❖ Book Club Reading List: bookclubreading.com/submit-your-book/  

❖ Meetup: meetup.com  

 

Book Marketing 

❖ Book Review Targeter (Amazon reviewer software): bit.ly/bookreviewtargeter 

❖ NetGalley (book review service): netgalley.com  

❖ Bookbub (ebook promotions): bookbub.com  

 

Business Resources 

❖ IRS Sales Tax Permits by State: irs.com/articles/state-sales-taxes 

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
http://technorati.com/
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Projects/Speaking/Handouts/blogcatalog.com
http://www.networkedblogs.com/
https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/nonfiction-book-awards/
https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/nonfiction-book-awards/
http://ibpabenjaminfranklinawards.com/
http://globalebookawards.com/
https://www.forewordreviews.com/services/book-awards/botya/
http://www.nautilusbookawards.com/
http://www.hofferaward.com/
http://www.fromlefttowrite.com/
http://bookclubreading.com/submit-your-book/
http://meetup.com/
http://bit.ly/bookreviewtargeter
http://netgalley.com/
http://bookbub.com/
https://www.irs.com/articles/state-sales-taxes
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❖ Business Liability Insurance: TheHartford.com and hiscox.com/small-business-

insurance 

Contests 

❖ Rafflecopter: rafflecopter.com  

❖ Gleam: gleam.io  

❖ Goodreads Giveaways: 

goodreads.com/giveaway  

❖ LibraryThing: librarything.com  

❖ Shelfari: shelfari.com  

❖ BookLikes: booklikes.com 

 

Ebooks and Audio Books 

❖ Amazon Kindle: KDP.Amazon.com 

❖ Barnes and Noble Nook: NookPress.com 

❖ Apple iBookstore: itunes.com/sellyourbooks 

❖ Kobo Books: writinglife.kobobooks.com  

❖ Google Play: play.google.com/books/publish/ 

❖ Smashwords: smashwords.com  

❖ Audiobook Creation Exchange: acx.com  

❖ Findaway Voices: findaway.com/findaway-voices  

❖ Book Funnel (distribute your ebook to beta readers): bookfunnel.com  

❖ Audible (largest ebook retailer): audible.com  

 

Email Marketing 

❖ Constant Contact: constantcontact.com 

❖ AWeber: aweber.com 

❖ MailChimp: mailchimp.com  

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
http://thehartford.com/
https://www.hiscox.com/small-business-insurance
https://www.hiscox.com/small-business-insurance
https://www.rafflecopter.com/
https://gleam.io/
https://www.goodreads.com/giveaway
http://www.librarything.com/er_book.php?program=giveaway
http://shelfari.com/
http://booklikes.com/
http://www.kdp.amazon.com/
http://www.nookpress.com/
http://itunes.com/sellyourbooks
http://writinglife.kobobooks.com/
http://play.google.com/books/publish/
http://smashwords.com/
http://acx.com/
https://findaway.com/findaway-voices
http://bookfunnel.com/
http://audible.com/
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Projects/Speaking/Handouts/constantcontact.com
http://aweber.com/
http://mailchimp.com/
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❖ Gmail (switch to this if you still have AOL, Hotmail or Yahoo Mail): 

google.com/gmail  

 

Event Registration Management 

❖ EventBrite: eventbrite.com  

❖ Evite: evite.com 

❖ Meetup: meetup.com  

 

Freelancers 

❖ Upwork (formerly Elance): upwork.com  

❖ 99 Designs: 99designs.com 

❖ Fiverr: fiverr.com  

❖ Freelancer: freelancer.com  

❖ Envato: envato.com  

❖ Writers Boon: writersboon.com   

 

Graphic Design 

❖ Canva: canva.com  

❖ Designrr: go.designrr.io  

❖ Fiverr: fiverr.com/  

❖ Upwork: upwork.com  

❖ 99Designs: 99designs.com  

❖ Stock Layouts (pre-designed templates): stocklayouts.com  

 

Market Research: 

❖ Trendwatching: Trendwatching.com 

❖ Market Research Reports: marketresearch.com  

❖ Buzzsumo (content trends): app.buzzsumo.com 

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
http://google.com/gmail
http://eventbrite.com/
http://evite.com/
http://meetup.com/
http://upwork.com/
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Authors%20Super%20Course/Bonus%20Downloads/99designs.com
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Authors%20Super%20Course/Bonus%20Downloads/fiverr.com
http://www.freelancer.com/
http://www.envato.com/
https://writersboon.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://go.designrr.io/
https://www.fiverr.com/
http://upwork.com/
http://www.99designs.com/
https://www.stocklayouts.com/
http://trendwatching.com/
https://www.marketresearch.com/
https://app.buzzsumo.com/research/most-shared
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❖ Google Trends: google.com/trends/  

❖ Scrip (hire researchers): scip.org  

 

Online Course Tools 

❖ Kajabi: kajabi.com 

❖ Lynda: lynda.com 

❖ Udemy: udemy.com  

❖ Viddler: viddler.com  

❖ Creative Live: creativelive.com  

❖ Teachable: teachable.com 

 

Payment Processing 

❖ PayPal: paypal.com  

❖ Square: squareup.com  

❖ Google Checkout: checkout.google.com  

❖ Amazon Payments: payments.amazon.com  

❖ Authorize: authorize.net  

 

Podcasting 

❖ Liberated Syndication: libsyn.com 

❖ Audacity (recording and editing): audacityteam.org  

❖ Adobe Audition (audio editing): adobe.com/audition  

❖ Pamela for Skype (recording): pamela.biz  

❖ Garage Band (recording for Mac, pre-installed) 

❖ Ecamm (recording for Mac): ecamm.com/mac/callrecorder/  

❖ iTunes: apple.com/itunes/podcasts  

❖ Stitcher (podcast directory for Android phones): stitcher.com/content-providers  

❖ Microphones: Audio Technica, Blue Yeti, Heil, Pop Filter (to filter sound) 

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
https://www.google.com/trends/
http://www.scip.org/
http://kajabi.com/
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Projects/Speaking/Handouts/lynda.com
http://udemy.com/
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Projects/Speaking/Handouts/viddler.com
http://creativelive.com/
http://teachable.com/
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Projects/Speaking/Handouts/paypal.com
file:///D:/Projects/Info%20Products/Author%20Toolkit/Projects/Speaking/Handouts/squareup.com
http://checkout.google.com/
http://payments.amazon.com/
http://authorize.net/
http://libsyn.com/
https://www.audacityteam.org/
http://adobe.com/audition
http://www.pamela.biz/
http://www.ecamm.com/mac/callrecorder/
https://www.apple.com/itunes/podcasts
https://www.stitcher.com/content-providers
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Printing and Promotional Products 

❖ PS Print: PSPrint.com 

❖ Vistaprint: vistaprint.com 

❖ iPrint: iprint.com 

❖ Next Day Flyers: nextdayflyers.com  

❖ 4 Imprint: 4imprint.com  

❖ Affordable Buttons: 

affordablebuttons.com  

 

Professional Speaking 

❖ Prezi (presentation software alternative to PowerPoint): prezi.com 

❖ National Speakers Association (NSA): nsaspeaker.org  

❖ Toastmasters: Toastmasters.org  

❖ American Society for Training and Development: astd.org  

❖ American Seminar Leaders Association: asla.com  

❖ Speaker Net News (newsletter): SpeakerNetNews.com 

❖ Slideshare: slideshare.net 

 

Publicity 

❖ Help a Reporter: helpareporter.com 

❖ Cision’s Media Database (formerly Bacon’s): us.cision.com/index.asp 

❖ Gebbie Press (media databases): gebbiepress.com 

❖ Muck Rack (find media sources on Twitter): muckrack.com 

❖ Newspapers (free directory): newspapers.com  

❖ PR Web (press releases): PRWeb.com  

❖ Profnet (directory of experts): prnewswire.com/profnet  

 

  

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
http://www.psprint.com/
http://vistaprint.com/
http://iprint.com/
http://nextdayflyers.com/
http://4imprint.com/
http://affordablebuttons.com/
http://prezi.com/
http://www.nsaspeaker.org/
http://www.toastmasters.org/
http://www.astd.org/
http://www.asla.com/
http://speakernetnews.com/
http://helpareporter.com/
http://us.cision.com/index.asp
http://gebbiepress.com/
http://muckrack.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.prweb.com/
https://www.prnewswire.com/profnet/
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Publishing  

❖ Editorial Freelancers Association: the-efa.org 

❖ Association of Ghostwriters associationofghostwriters.org  

❖ American Society for Professional Indexing: asindexing.org  

❖ My Identifiers (ISBNs and Barcodes): myidentifiers.com  

❖ Canada ISBN registration: bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/isbn-canada/Pages/isbn-

canada.aspx 

❖ Library of Congress Control Number: loc.gov/publish 

❖ Copyright Office (official, register your manuscript here): copyright.gov  

❖ Fonts for Sale/Download: fontshop.com and myfonts.com 

 

Publishing Law: Attorneys 

❖ Denise Gibbon: AbovetheDottedLine.com 

❖ Jonathan Kirsch: jonathankirsch.com 

❖ Dana Newman: about.me/dananewman 

❖ NoLo (legal contracts): nolo.com 

 

Publishing: Book Distributors 

❖ Ingram Content Group, Inc. (world’s largest book distributor): IngramContent.com 

❖ Independent Publishers Group (IPG): ipgbook.com 

❖ Baker & Taylor (largest supplier of books to libraries): Baker-Taylor.com 

❖ Publishers Group West (largest distributor of independent titles in the U.S.): 

pgw.com 

❖ BCH Fulfillment & Distribution (for small presses): Bookch.com 

❖ List of Book Distributors: nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/list-of-book-

distributors-and-wholesalers  

  

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
http://www.the-efa.org/
http://associationofghostwriters.org/
https://www.asindexing.org/find-an-indexer/
https://www.myidentifiers.com/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/isbn-canada/Pages/isbn-canada.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/isbn-canada/Pages/isbn-canada.aspx
http://www.loc.gov/publish/
http://www.copyright.gov/
http://fontshop.com/
http://www.myfonts.com/
http://www.abovethedottedline.com/
http://www.jonathankirsch.com/law.html
http://about.me/dananewman
http://www.nolo.com/
http://www.ingramcontent.com/pages/home.aspx
http://www.ipgbook.com/
http://www.baker-taylor.com/suppliers_supplier_info.cfm
http://www.pgw.com/
http://www.bookch.com/
https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/list-of-book-distributors-and-wholesalers/
https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/list-of-book-distributors-and-wholesalers/
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Publishing: Book Distributors—Library Market 

❖ Overdrive: Overdrive.com 

❖ ProQuest: proquest.com  

❖ Bibliotheca: bibliotheca.com 

 

Publishing: Book Printers 

❖ IngramSpark: ingramspark.com 

❖ Lightning Source (for publishers with multiple titles): lightningsource.com  

❖ BookMasters AKA Baker & Taylor Publisher Services: bookmasters.com  

❖ Full List of Book Printers: nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/list-of-book-printers-

in-the-united-states-states-international  

 

Publishing: Literary Agents 

❖ The Association of Authors Representatives: aar-online.org.  

❖ Publisher’s Marketplace: publishersmarketplace.com  

❖ Writers Market: writersmarket.com/cms/open/agent  

 

Royalty-Free Images 

❖ iStock Photo: istockphoto.com 

❖ 123RF: 123rf.com 

❖ Clipart: clipart.com  

❖ Flickr: flickr.com/creativecommons  

❖ Pixabay: pixabay.com  

 

Royalty-Free Music 

❖ Pond 5: pond5.com  

❖ Music Bakery: musicbakery.com  

 

https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/
http://overdrive.com/
http://www.proquest.com/about/publishers-partners/
http://www.bibliotheca.com/
https://myaccount.ingramspark.com/Account/Signup?source=NONFICTIONWRITERS
http://www.lightningsource.com/
http://www.bookmasters.com/
https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/list-of-book-printers-in-the-united-states-states-international/
https://nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/list-of-book-printers-in-the-united-states-states-international/
http://www.aar-online.org/
http://www.publishersmarketplace.com/
http://www.writersmarket.com/cms/open/agent
http://istockphoto.com/
http://123rf.com/
http://clipart.com/
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
https://pixabay.com/
https://www.pond5.com/
https://musicbakery.com/
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Screen Capture 

❖ Snagit: snagit.com 

❖ Screenflow (for Mac): 

telestream.net/screenflow/  

❖ Camtasia: camtasia.com  

 

Shipping 

❖ United States Postal Service: 

usps.com 

❖ Stamps.com (print your own 

postage): stamps.com  

❖ USPS Postage Calculator: postcalc.usps.com  

❖ Pitney Bowes: pitneybowes.com  

❖ Uline (supplies): uline.com  

 

Shopping Carts 

❖ E-Junkie: e-junkie.com 

❖ 1ShoppingCart: 1shoppingcart.com 

❖ Payloadz: payloadz.com  

❖ Infusionsoft: infusionsoft.com  

❖ Gumroad: gumroad.com  

 

Social Media Tools 

❖ Tweetdeck: tweetdeck.com  

❖ Hootsuite: hootsuite.com  

❖ Buffer: buffer.com  

❖ Pay with a Tweet: paywithatweet.com 

❖ Sponsored Tweets: sponsoredtweets.com  
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❖ Convert personal Facebook page to business page: 

facebook.com/pages/create.php?migrate  

❖ Bitly (link shortener): bit.ly  

 

Software and Technology Tools 

❖ CNET (free software downloads): download.cnet.com/windows/  

❖ Journey Ed (discounted software for students): journeyed.com  

❖ Carbonite (online backup—essential!): carbonite.com 

❖ Dropbox: dropbox.com 

❖ Dragon Naturally Speaking (recording transcription software): nuance.com/dragon  

 

Teleseminars and Webinars 

❖ Zoom: Zoom.us 

❖ Go to Meeting: gotomeeting.com  

❖ Google Hangouts: hangouts.google.com  

❖ Stealth Webinar: stealthseminar.com  

❖ Audio Acrobat: audioacrobat.com 

❖ Instant Teleseminar: instantteleseminar.com  

❖ Free Conference: freeconference.com  

❖ Skype Recording: pamela.biz/en  

 

Video Sharing  

❖ YouTube: youtube.com 

❖ Vimeo: vimeo.com  

❖ Periscope: periscope.tv  

❖ Blab: blab.im  

❖ InVidz: invidz.com  
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Virtual Assistants 

❖ Assist U: assistu.com 

❖ International Virtual Assistants 

Association: ivaa.org  

 

Website Hosting and Domains 

❖ ServInt: servint.com  

❖ GoDaddy: godaddy.com 

❖ Network Solutions: 

networksolutions.com  

❖ Blue Host: bluehost.com  

 

Website Tools 

❖ Lead Pages (landing pages): leadpages.net 

❖ Unbounce (landing pages, pop-ups): unbounce.com  

❖ Google Analytics (traffic monitoring): analytics.google.com  

❖ Clicky (real-time site analytics): clicky.com 

❖ Button Factory (create website buttons):  dabuttonfactory.com   

❖ W3 Schools (HTML tutorial and tags): w3schools.com/html/default.asp  

❖ Google Keyword Planner: adwords.google.com/home/tools/keyword-planner  

❖ Feedburner (blog feed): feedburner.google.com  

 

Wordpress Templates 

❖ Theme Forest: themeforest.net  

❖ Elegant Themes: elegantthemes.com  

❖ Template Monster: templatemonster.com  

❖ A Themes: athemes.com  
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Writing Tools 

❖ Citation Machine (locate citations): 

citationmachine.net 

❖ Endnotes (tips for formatting): 

ehow.com/how_5180669_format-

endnotes-properly.html 

❖ Pro Writing Aid (editing tool): 

prowritingaid  

❖ Grammarly: grammarly.com 

❖ Thesaurus: thesaurus.com 

❖ Dictionary: dictionary.com   

 

Writers’ Groups and Conferences 

❖ Nonfiction Authors Association: nonfictionauthorsassociation.com  

❖ Independent Book Publishers Association: ibpa-online.org 

❖ Nonfiction Writers Conference: NonfictionWritersConference.com 

❖ Shaw Guides (list of writer’s conferences): writing.shawguides.com/  

❖ Pub U: ibpa-online.org/events/event_list.asp  

❖ San Francisco Writers Conference: sfwriters.org 

❖ San Francisco Writing for Change: sfwritingforchange.org  

 

Miscellaneous Tools 

❖ Grammarly (spelling & grammar check): grammarly.com  

❖ Gravatar (get your photo posted alongside comments): en.gravatar.com 

❖ Survey Monkey: surveymonkey.com 

❖ Talkwalker (alternative to Google Alerts): talkwalker.com/alerts  

 

Additional resources, including recommended service providers: 

nonfictionauthorsassociation.com/recommended-resources 
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If you like this report, you’ll love  

the Nonfiction Authors Association!  
 

Member benefits include: 

• Media Leads for Authors: A round-up of podcasts, 
blogs, and other media outlets seeking guest 
contributors, delivered to your inbox every Friday 

• Weekly Educational Teleseminars: Featuring 
industry pros, plus event recordings archived for one 
year 

• Exclusive Content: Templates, checklists, 
worksheets, and other content released weekly  

• Private Community: Access to our active members-only Facebook group 

• Marketing Homework: Quick tips sent via email every Monday 

• Meet the Members Program: Share your book announcements with our 
entire mailing list, plus get featured on our blog and social media networks 
reaching 100k+ 

• Chapter Meetings: Complimentary admission to any NFAA local chapter 
meeting across the U.S. and U.K.  

• Partner Discounts: IngramSpark, Lulu, Findaway Voices, Office Depot, PR 
Newswire, ProfNet, Foreword Reviews, and more 

• Member Discounts: Save on the Nonfiction Book Awards, Nonfiction Writers 
Conference events, online courses and our exclusive Author Toolkits 

 

You don’t have to be alone on your author journey.  

Our supportive community can help you navigate the confusing  

world of publishing and achieve your biggest goals.  

 

Join the Nonfiction Authors Association! 
http://NonfictionAuthorsAssociation.com/join 
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